
Towards a model of sustainable living in the Amazon forest



Calanoa is located in the middle course of the Amazon River, 60 km from Leticia, the provincial capital
1,100 km (2-hours flight) from Bogotá, Colombia
310 km from Iquitos, Peru, 1,160 km from Manaus, Brazil
3,360 km from the mouth of the Amazon and 3,660 km from its source
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3o 50’ S





Towards a model of sustainable living 

in the Amazon forest

The Calanoa project is an initiative by Marlene and Diego Samper

 that aims to contribute to the conservation 

of biological and cultural diversity in the Amazon region 

by providing a setting for art and culture, 

innovative design and architecture, 

communication and education,

scientific research, 

 and sustainable tourism. 



The hub of this conservation 

project is 125 acres of land, the 

starting point for: 

a natural reserve and 

botanical garden, 

a collection of tropical 

fruits, medicinal and 

useful Amazonian plants, 
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Base Camp

The conservation program supports 

research in:

conservation biology, 

anthropology, 

sustainable horticulture and 

forestry, 

as well as alternative ways of gen-

erating income for local communi-

ties. Our intention is to promote the 

cultural identity of the local com-

munities and the preservation of their 

way of life and traditional eth-

no-biological knowledge. 



We are increasing the variety and 

number of fruit trees, hardwoods 

and palms in order to attain self 

sufficiency in food production and 

building materials, and as a seed 

bank of useful Amazonian and 

tropical plants.  

 

Acaí nuts



Calanoa provides an ideal setting for 

the development and implementation 

of innovative design for the 

humid tropics.
Because of the infrastructure required, 

it is a laboratory for natural and 

sustainable architecture, research 

into traditional techniques,

 local materials, 

wood and natural fibers,

 landscape architecture, 

water treatment, 

alternative technologies 

and energies.

 

 









Community

Art and culture as tools of community 

education and cultural survival.
The project explores explore creative processes of regional 

communication, through visual and performing arts, 

communication design, publications, the production of 

teaching materials and the support of local schools.

Mocagua’s  Mothers Collective, 
organized by Marlene Samper





Yacaré is the name of the boat that will provide an itinerant 

library service, complemented by a cinematheque, and 

will facilitate diverse cultural events, such as travelling exhibitions, 

live performances, and workshops in music, puppetry, theater and 

dance. 



As a pilot project, we started a book-lending service with the support 

of Leticia Public Library



We want to explore how music and other per-

forming arts can weave a relationship with the 

people and the place.

And the  role of sculpture, ceramics and painting, 

paper making and print making, film and pho-

tography as windows to the world and mirrors 

of ourselves. 

We want to explore how can art making  can 

contribute to a common vision, a synthesis of 

wisdom. 

In December 2012 were are going to fire the first ceramic kiln





Amazon Fibre Arts workshop 2011



Amazon Photographic Expedition 
 A photographic workshop with Jamie Griffiths & Diego Samper 2012



We are starting a community art project that 

will change the facades of Mocagua village 

dwellings, our closest neighbours. After a 

workshop that will introduce wall painting 

techniques and explore the rich traditional 

visual language of the Ticuna and Cocama 

people, the houses will be painted in what 

is locally know as minga, indigenous commu-

nal work tradition were the whole community 

participates.



Calanoa is a place of encounters, a permanent forum for 
art, design and science, through residencies, workshops, 
encounters and international meetings.



Contact information

Marlene and Diego Samper

calanoa.amazonas@gmail.com
www.calanoaamazonas.com


